
Christ-honoring Transformation
Christ-honoring transformation speaks to the  
process as well as the outcome. In the establishment  
of indigenous churches, we pursue a Christ-honoring 
influence on the community at large. As workers 
who partner with God in His work, we are a part  
of the transformation process that God is bringing  
about. God’s promise in Revelation 5:9 is clear. 
People from every tongue, tribe, people and nation 
will worship God in eternity. Our vision is to go  
to those people who are not accounted for in the 
eternal roll call of nations!  

Glorifying God
We exist, intentionally, to bring honor and glory to God.

Establishing Churches
We understand that we may bring honor to God by 
establishing churches where they do not exist. We 
are a “church-planting” organization. All that we do 
should contribute to establishing churches where 
there were none before.

Least-reached
This refers to people who have no access to a church 
in their own language or culture, or in proximity to 
where they live.

Core Values
Godliness
We value a growing love for God, a humble dependence 
upon His Word and a serious commitment to prayer.
=	 We strive to bring glory to God in all that we do, say 

and think.
=	 We commit every aspect of our lives and  

ministries to God in prayer.
=	 We willingly deny self and suffer loss.
=	 We are committed to moral purity.
=	 We study Scripture in order to understand God and 

His purposes for our lives and ministries.
=	 We are committed to sound biblical doctrine.
=	 We insist upon the highest levels of integrity and 

accountability throughout our organization.

The Body of Christ
We value the importance of the Church in its diverse 
expressions.
=	 We are all commissioned by sending churches.
=	 We are strongly committed to working together as 

teams.
=	 We reflect the body of Christ as we function in multi-

gifted teams.
=	 We especially seek to plant reproducing, indigenous 

churches among the least-reached.
=	 We maintain a partnership with sending and  

supporting churches.
=	 We appreciate the diverse ethnic backgrounds within 

the body of Christ and the contributions that result 
from ministering together.

=	 We are committed to partnering with like-minded  
individuals, churches and organizations in planting 
churches among the least-reached.

Personal Development
We value our people as individuals, families and teams.
=	 We take a holistic approach to enhance each member’s 

emotional, physical, spiritual and relational well-being.
=	 We offer access to qualified caregivers who can provide 

help that is both appropriate and adequately suited to 
the needs of our members.

=	 We consider the preferences and needs of each family.
=	 We seek to follow the Lord’s command to love and 

forgive one another.

Daily Prayer Partners
Christar requires all workers (as couples or single), 
before leaving for the field, to recruit 100 people to 
pray for them daily. The prayer of a single person 
offered in the name of Jesus has great power. Though 
the number 100 is not specified by Scripture, this 
expectation reminds us of our dependence on God 
and our partnership with those who have sent us.

Working in Teams
The work of Christar primarily takes place on teams. 
The definition of a Christar team is a small group of 
people linked to Christar, with complementary gifts, 
who are committed to the goal of planting churches 
among the least-reached through an agreed-upon  
ministry plan, mutual care and mutual accountability. 
Some Christar workers may work on teams with 
people who are not from Christar. Our desire is to 
demonstrate the value of the Body of Christ through 
teamwork.

Certain Spiritual Gifts
Our focus is on our stewardship of planting churches 
among the least-reached. We understand the typical 
practice of tongues today is not the same as the sign 
gift of speaking real languages in New Testament 
times. We believe that all followers of Christ receive 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation.  
Therefore, Christar expects its workers and Mobiliza- 
tion Centers not to practice or propagate “speaking 
in tongues.”

Bi-vocational Work
Much of the world in which we work does not  
officially allow overt Christian witness. Thus, it is  
necessary for many of our people to both plant 
churches and work within for-profit or not-for-profit 
organizations. The goal of these entities is to build 
gospel bridges to the communities that we are  
seeking to reach.

Men and Women in Ministry
Men and women in Christar are full partners in 
the ministry of establishing churches. We approach 

the ministry of church-planting teams as not only 
the accomplishment of a vision, but also as living 
out the Body of Christ in the midst of least-reached 
communities. Therefore, the biblical principles of 
ministry within the context of the local church are 
foundational to team ministry as each team seeks 
God’s leadership to make appropriate application of 
those principles to local culture.

Contextualization
Christar is committed to the principle of contextual-
ization. Our understanding and application of  
contextualization begins with the unalterable 
foundation of biblical absolutes revealed in the Bible, 
which are applicable to any and every culture. 
This invariably results in unbiblical parts of the 
receiving culture needing to be changed. However, 
there are many cultural forms which need not and 
should not be changed. It is our stated purpose 
to preserve these forms and, as much as possible, 
adjust our living levels and ministry methods to 
include and use these forms in communicating the 
Word of God to national groupings.

We recognize that the lack of perfect conformity  
to cultural norms will not prevent God from saving 
people as we are filled with the Holy Spirit, speak 
the truth in love and trust God for the results. We 
further commit ourselves not to inhibit local indi-
genous communities from expressing and living the 
gospel in their own cultural forms when biblical 
truths and practices are maintained. We recognize 
that the scriptures and founders of other religions 
may communicate some aspects of truth, but we 
will not claim their scriptures or founders to be of 
divine origin.

As followers of Christ, we have a treasure in God  
and His kingdom (Matthew 13:44). The good news 
is that this treasure is not limited to certain places or 
people—it is for ALL peoples—from every language,  
people group and nation. At Christar, it is our joy to 

communicate the unsurpassed value of this treasure by  
serving the needs of others through our lives, professions,  

skills and words! As we do so, we are privileged to see 
churches established among peoples who have never had 

one in their own language, culture or proximity.

Vision

The vision of Christar is to 
cultivate Christ-honoring 

transformation in communities 
where He is yet to be worshiped. 

mission

Christar exists to glorify God 
by establishing churches among  
least-reached Buddhists, Hindus,  

Muslims and other Asians worldwide. 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes ...”  Romans 1:16a (NIV)

Effectiveness
We value the equipping of workers to minister fruitfully.
=	 We thoroughly prepare ourselves for ministry, 

especially in biblical education.
=	 We encourage an atmosphere of lifelong learning.
=	 We provide what is needed to enhance ministry:  

strategic ministry teams, ministry coordinators, 
partnerships and logistical support.

=	 We emphasize the importance of learning the language  
of the people to whom we minister.

=	 We maintain financial stability and an administrative 
structure that is conducive to effective ministry on 
the field.

=	 We provide personal accountability for accomplishing 
ministry goals.

=	 We nurture mutual trust, faithfulness and cooperation 
in all areas of our work.

=	 We persist in seeing the work through to completion.

Creativity
We value innovation in ministry.
=	 We make use of the variety of gifts that our mem-

bers possess.
=	 We view the needs of people as opportunities for 

ministry.
=	 We make field-based ministry decisions.
=	 We encourage our people to initiate new ministries.

Distinctives
Operational distinctives are elements which have emerged 
over time as the ethos of Christar. In some cases, they 
are procedures which help us function more effectively. 
In other cases, they are positions on issues which allow 
us to focus on our stewardship—church planting—
rather than argumentation. Operational distinctives 
are not intended to criticize organizations that operate 
differently.

Baptism
Baptism is the public demonstration of one’s faith in 
Jesus Christ. It is symbolic of the death, burial and  
resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, the baptism of believers 
by immersion is taught and practiced in and through 
our ministries. 



God the Son
We believe that God the Son became human in the 
person of Jesus Christ, through the work of the Holy 
Spirit. He was born of a virgin named Mary. He is truly 
and fully God, truly and fully man. He lived a perfect, 
sinless, obedient life. All His teachings are true. 
(Luke 1:34-37; John 1:14-18; Philippians 2:5-11;  
Colossians 1:15-19; Hebrews 1:1-8; 7:26; 1 Timothy 3:16)

We believe that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the 
whole world on the cross, according to the Scriptures.  
His death was a sacrifice in the place of sinful human 
beings and was entirely sufficient to deal with sin. 
(Mark 10:45; John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 
5:18-21; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 2:9;  
1 Peter 3:18; 2 Peter 2:1; 1 John 2:2) 

We believe that the dead and buried body of Christ  
was raised from the grave, according to the Scriptures, 
and is a proof of the effectiveness of His sacrificial death.  
He ascended into heaven, and He sits at the right hand 
of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate.
(1 Corinthians 15:4; 12-20; Hebrews 2:17-18; 7:24-25; 
10:12; 1 John 2:1-2)

God the Holy Spirit
We believe that God the Holy Spirit is personal, not 
just a force. He is the author of the Scriptures. He 
convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment. 
He is the agent of regeneration. He indwells, seals 
and baptizes all believers into Christ. This baptism 
of the Spirit also places believers into the universal 
Church, called the body of Christ. All these works 
of the Spirit occur at the time of the believer’s 
conversion. The Holy Spirit enables the believer to 
understand and apply the Scriptures. He empowers 
believers for godly living, and He equips them for 
witness and service.
(John 16:7-11; Acts 1:8; Romans 8:4-16; 1 Corinthians 2:12-13; 
6:19; 12:4-7; 12:13; Ephesians 1:13-14; Titus 3:5; 2 Peter 1:21)

Humanity
We believe that the human race was created in the 
image of God, with dignity and for fellowship with 
God, each other and with nature. Although marred 
by sin, mankind’s status as God’s image is retained. 
God’s goal for mankind is their worship of Him, their 
effective management of the world and their living 
in unity, love and respect with other humans. Due 
to sin, mankind can reach these goals only after being 
created anew through God’s grace.
(Genesis 1:26-28; Psalms 8:3-8; James 3:9)

Statement of Faith

The Triune God
We believe that there is only one living and true 
God. He eternally exists in three persons: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, the same in essence and 
attributes, equal in power and glory. We believe 
that God, by His Word and for His own glory, 
created the heavens and earth out of nothing and 
has graciously given it to man as a gift to manage  
according to His purpose. God reveals Himself 
through that creation, His mighty deeds in history, 
the Scriptures and the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
triune God, not the creation, is the ultimate  
reality and standard for truth, beauty and good.  
The triune God has no need beyond Himself for 
relationship and love; the triune God models 
within Himself self-giving, love and relationship.
(Genesis 1:1;31; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10-13; 45:21-22; 
Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19-20; John 4:23-24; Romans 1:19-20; 
2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:3-6)

The Scripture
We believe that the Bible consists of the sixty-six 
(66) books of the Old and New Testaments. The 
Bible is fully inspired by the Holy Spirit. This 
inspiration extends to the words of the Bible, not 
just the concepts. We believe the Bible is entirely 
true and never false in all it affirms. It alone is the 
only authoritative word of God and is worthy of 
our trust and obedience. 
(Psalms 12:6; 19:7-11; 119:89;160; Matthew 4:4; 5:17-19; 
John 10:35; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

God the Father
We believe that God the Father loves the world 
and gave His Son to be its Savior. He is the Father 
of all who trust in Jesus Christ for their salvation.  
He is rightly passionate about His glory and desires 
and delights in the praise of His glory by the 
nations. His will is for man to firstly know, then 
worship, trust, love and obey Him. His plan for 
fulfilling this purpose involves the restoration 
of creation and man to His original creation 
purpose and under the headship of Christ. God’s 
completion of this plan includes the witness of 
His people in every age.
(Genesis 1:26-28; Psalms 67 and 96; Isaiah 43:10-13;  
John 3:16-17; Acts 1:8; Romans 8:15-17; Ephesians 1:10; 
2:4-8; Galatians 3:26; 4:6)

Sin
Adam sinned and, as a result, died spiritually. This 
means his fellowship with God was broken. In addition, 
physical death entered creation through Adam’s sin. 
Consequently, all people, as descendants of Adam, are 
considered sinners and enemies by God and have a 
sinful nature. Every human being is sinful in thought, 
word and deed, and absolutely in need of salvation. Sin 
manifests itself in the lives of people through stubborn-
ness, pride, violence, shame, greed, evil intemperate 
desire and broken relationships with others. Sin affects 
mankind individually and corporately, even nationally.
(Genesis 3:16-19; Romans 3:23; 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3; 4:17-19;  
James 3:13-16)

Satan
We believe in the existence of a personal Satan and evil 
angelic powers and that they all have been judged by 
God in the death and resurrection of Christ. They are 
powerful and intelligent beings whose goal is marring 
God’s glory in the world. Temptation, intimidation, 
deceit and fear are the main weapons Satan and demons 
use to tempt Christians to sin. The believer needs to 
be alert and enter into spiritual warfare against Satan 
and demons. This spiritual warfare is fought with God’s 
weapons and armor. Believers most clearly face spiritual 
warfare in evangelism. 
(Matthew 25:41; Luke 4:1-13; John 16:11; 2 Corinthians 10:4-5; 
Ephesians 6:10-20; Revelation 12:9; 20:10)

Salvation
We believe that salvation is only by grace, through  
faith. All who by faith trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their personal savior are united with Him, are 
given spiritual life by the Holy Spirit, are restored to a 
peaceful relationship with God and declared righteous 
in God’s sight. Jesus Christ is the only savior of the 
world; trusting in Christ is the only way for anyone to be  
saved. People’s good/religious works or wisdom are all 
insufficient to save. All who are truly born again have 
been given eternal life, can never lose that salvation  
by any sin (including doubt) and shall never face God’s  
eternal punishment in hell. God’s salvation plan includes 
the restoration of creation, not just salvation of people.
(John 3:16; 10:28; Acts 4:12; Romans 5:8-9; 8:18-39;  
Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 1:10; 2:8-9; 4:30) 

Angels
Angels are created beings and are therefore not to be 
worshiped. Although they are a higher order of creation 
than man, they are created to serve God and to worship 
Him and minister to those who are saved.
(Luke 2:9-14; Hebrews 1:6-7;14; 2:6-7; Revelation 5:11-14; 
19:10; 22:9)

The Return of Christ
We believe that Jesus Christ will return personally and 
bodily to take believers in Jesus to be with Him. Christ 
will return to establish His physically visible kingdom 
upon the earth and reign in righteousness, justice and 
peace over the world in fulfillment of Old Testament 
promises. 
(Isaiah 9:6-7; 60; Daniel 2:44-45; 7:13-14; Zechariah 12-14;  
Romans 11:12-32; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Titus 2:13;  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 3:10; 20:1-10)

The Church and Ordinances
We believe that the Church is the focus of God’s 
redemptive plan for this period of time. The Church’s 
purpose includes the worship of God, the growth of  
believers and evangelism of the lost. The Church exists 
as a universal body, including all believers in Christ 
from Pentecost forward and from every nation. It also 
exists as a local group of baptized believers under  
God-called and equipped leadership. The Church, 
although diverse in gifts, social and economic status, 
nationality and race, is wholly one in purpose and 
character. It is the responsibility of the members of the 
Church to participate in making disciples of Jesus Christ 
from every people group and to live out their faith with 
good works, such as justice and mercy. The metaphors 
of the church in the New Testament (i.e. temple, body) 
emphasize the unity in purpose, diversity in background 
and gifting and mutual support and help for growth and 
encouragement. 
There are two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s  
Supper. Neither baptism nor the Lord’s Supper are a 
part of or add to the salvation of believers. Taking part 
in these ordinances is commanded of all believers.  
They provide an expression of faith regarding the  
believer’s identification and fellowship with Christ and 
are opportunities to celebrate the unity of the Church.
(Matthew 16:18; 28:18-20; Romans 15:20-21; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26; 12:12-26; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:8-9; 2:19-22; 3:10;21; 
Titus 2:14; 3:8;14; James 1:27)
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Core Values, Distinctives and Beliefs

Resurrection
We believe that both believers and unbelievers will be 
raised from the dead with renewed bodies. The redeemed in 
Christ will enjoy eternal blessedness in heaven. Those who 
have not trusted in Christ for salvation will suffer eternal, 
conscious punishment in hell. 
(Daniel 12:2; Mark 9:47-48; John 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58;  
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:3-4)

Christian Life
We believe that the Christian life is to be lived by faith, 
trusting the Lord to meet all needs. All believers are new 
creatures in Christ and have been given all they need to 
live godly lives, in victory over the flesh and Satan. These 
provisions include the indwelling Holy Spirit, prayer, the 
Scriptures and the local church. Believers are holy through 
their union with Christ and are called to live holy lives and 
to discipline themselves for the purpose of godliness.
(Matthew 6:31-34; John 17:17; Romans 6:8; 7:8; Galatians 2:20-3:5;  
Ephesians 6:10-20; Philippians 2:13; 3:16: Hebrews 10:10;14;  
1 Peter 1:13-15; 5:8-11; 2 Peter 3:11-14; 2 Timothy 2:3-6;  
Titus 2:11-12; Hebrews 12:14)

Stewardship

Christar is registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion. As a long-standing member of the ECFA, Christar 
is in full compliance with their established standards for 
financial accountability, transparency, fundraising and 
board governance. 


